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1997 to 2001, he performed as the Com-
mander, 2d Brigade, 78th Division and the As-
sistant Chief of Staff, G3, for the 78th Division. 
On March 31, 2001, Brigadier General 
Terpeluk was assigned as the Deputy Com-
mander of the 77th Regional Support Com-
mand. 

Brigadier General Terpeluk’s military awards 
include the Meritorious Service Medal with 3 
Oak Leaf Clusters, the Army Commendation 
Medal with 2 Oak Leaf Clusters, the Army 
Achievement Medal with 1 Oak Leaf Cluster, 
the Army Reserve Components Achievement 
Medal with Silver Oak Leaf Cluster, the Na-
tional Defense Service Medal, the Armed 
Forces Reserve Medal with Silver Hourglass, 
the Army Service Ribbon and the Overseas 
Service Ribbons. 

In his civilian capacity, Brigadier General 
Terpeluk is a Laboratory Manager for Merck 
Research Laboratories. 

Again, Mr. Speaker, I want to thank General 
Terpeluk for his dedication and service to the 
United States Army and this great Nation. For 
over thirty-years, General Terpeluk has worn 
the uniform and sworn to protect the United 
States from all threats. His service can never 
fully be repaid, so I offer him my thanks, and 
the thanks of all my colleagues in the United 
States House of Representatives and wish 
him well and Godspeed in his future.
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Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to George Aste, and to com-
mend him for his dedication to the U.S. and 
international aviation industry. George Aste 
has been a leading figure in aviation for more 
than 40 years. He has held senior positions at 
United Airlines and Trans World Airlines, has 
advised American Airlines, and has partici-
pated in many U.S. international aviation mat-
ters for the last three decades. 

The Air Transport Association recently ac-
knowledged Mr. Aste for his exemplary service 
to the U.S. aviation industry. I would like to in-
clude ATA’s resolution honoring Mr. Aste for 
his many years of dedication and leadership 
for the RECORD.

Be it hereby Resolved that the Air Trans-
port Association Board of Directors com-
mend George Aste for a lifetime commit-
ment to the goals of commercial aviation 
both domestically and internationally. 

For over forty years George Aste has been 
a leading figure in U.S. Aviation, holding ex-
ecutive positions at United Airlines and 
Trans World Airlines, continuing as a senior 
advisor to American Airlines. 

He has participated in virtually all major 
U.S. international aviation matters for the 
last three decades. 

Over the years, Mr. Aste has worked close-
ly with U.S. Government agencies, as well as 
the U.S. Congress and State, City and local 
government officials throughout the coun-
try. He also dealt directly with many foreign 
government officials on international avia-
tion matters. 

Mr. Aste has dedicated much of his long il-
lustrious career to the expansion and liberal-

ization of international operations for U.S. 
air carriers. 

Throughout, Mr. Aste has earned the re-
spect of his colleagues for his extraordinary 
knowledge, unswerving honesty and bound-
less good cheer. 

Therefore, the Air Transport Association 
wishes to commend and congratulate George 
Aste for his dedication to furthering U.S. 
Commercial aviation.
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Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Melinda and Merrill Gold on the 
birth of their twin daughters, Eliana Paige and 
Molly Gabrielle. Born February 12, 2005, 
Eliana and Molly are named in loving memory 
of their great grandmothers Ita Akerman and 
Mollie Freedman. Mr. Speaker, I hope you will 
join me in wishing the Gold family great happi-
ness and joy in the coming years.
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Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Laredo Independent School District Par-
liamentarian Jesus J. Guerra for his honorable 
service to his country, his state, and his home 
town of Laredo, Texas. 

Jesus Guerra attended Laredo Junior Col-
lege, Mount View College in Dallas, and the 
University of Texas at Arlington. He is a life-
long civil servant: he was an employee of the 
U.S. Postal Service, and rose to the rank of 
Assistant Superintendent of Operations and 
Postmaster for Zapata, Texas before his re-
tirement. 

He is also a military veteran; he served in 
the United States Air Force from 1961 through 
1970, and received an honorable discharge. 

Jesus Guerra has continued to enrich his 
community in a variety of ways: he is a mem-
ber of the City of Laredo Cable commission, a 
softball coach, and a catechist at St. Vincent 
and Santo Nino churches. He received the 
Community Service award from the Federal 
Bureau of Investigations, and was one of the 
first Hispanics to receive this high honor. 

Jesus Guerra continues to reside in Laredo 
with his wife, Estella, with whom he has six 
children. He has been a member of the La-
redo ISD Board of Trustees since 2001. Jesus 
Guerra has led a life of exemplary service as 
a postal worker, a soldier, a volunteer, and an 
education advocate. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to have this op-
portunity to congratulate him on his accom-
plishments, and to thank him formally for all 
he has done.
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Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to introduce legislation that will benefit 
the U.S. automotive industry and help provide 
jobs for Wisconsin’s manufacturing sector. 
Wisconsin has seen a net loss of more than 
71,000 manufacturing jobs over the last five 
years, which is very troubling for a state with 
the second highest number of manufacturing 
employees per capita in the nation. Although 
the economy has improved significantly since 
mid-2003, many of our lost manufacturing jobs 
have not been recovered. Congress must con-
tinue to work to help our manufacturers re-
main competitive in the global marketplace. 

Johnson Controls, Inc. (JCI), a Fortune 500 
company headquartered in Milwaukee, Wis-
consin, employs 2,500 workers in the state 
and thousands more throughout the country. 
As the world’s largest producer of automotive 
interiors, JCI works to develop and produce 
seating systems, instrument panels, door sys-
tems, overhead systems, and automotive elec-
tronics. They are a leader in the production of 
electronic telecommunications systems for ve-
hicles and have developed innovative voice 
recognition systems that are used by the 
major manufacturers in the U.S. automotive in-
dustry, 

The microphones covered in this legislation 
are a key component of JCI’s electronic tele-
communications systems, However, they are 
not produced domestically and JCI must im-
port them subject to a 4.9 percent tariff rate. 
By temporarily eliminating this tariff, this bill 
will reduce JCI’s production costs and help 
them remain competitive against international 
competition. In addition, this bill will benefit 
U.S. automotive manufacturers who rely on 
JCI for their telecommunications systems, con-
sumers who will pay reduced prices for these 
products, and hard-working Americans who 
are employed in the manufacturing industry. 

I look forward to working with my colleagues 
in Congress to pass this legislation and help 
U.S. manufacturing.
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Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, we were all 
stunned by the sudden passing of our former 
colleague Tillie Fowler. It was a shock that 
someone so young, so vibrant, so engaged 
could be gone so quickly. Her family, espe-
cially her husband Buck and two daughters 
Tillie and Elizabeth, remain in our thoughts 
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